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of Congress, John Crerar library, and the 
University of Chicago library. Greater 
publicity in regard to the contents of our 
own libraries would probably decrease the 
number of requests sent to eastern li- 
braries. Mr. Lane presented the proposition 
to make a charge for such loans, not for 
the use of the book but to pay for a part 
of the service involved in making the loan. 
Mr. Jacob Hodnefleld presented a full ac- 
count of his work with "exchange and 
gifts," in the Universtiy of Illinois library. 

Mr. J. T. Gerould opened the discussion 
of "pensions for college librarians," and 
emphasized the desirability of an academic 
rank being accorded the principal members 
of our staffs. At the close of the general 
discussion of this question, a motion was 
passed that the committee in charge of the 
meeting be directed to take what action 
seemed possible, in order to lead to a more 
general granting of this academic rank. 

The committee to make arrangements for 
next year's meeting consists of Mr. J. C. 
M. Hanson, Dr. A. S. Root, and Mr. J. T. 
Gerould. 

P. L. Windsor. 

CONFERENCE OF LIBRARY SCHOOL 
FACULTIES 

Chicago, January 3, 1912. 

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 
p. m., by Mr. Windsor. In the absence of 
Miss Whittlesey, Miss Bessie Sargeant 
Smith was made secretary. Twelve library 
schools were represented, and twenty- 
seven persons were present. A report was 
read on the use of lantern slides by library 
schools. This report was based on inform- 
ation obtained by Miss Whittlesey from 
letters sent out by her to library schools, 
libraries, and library commissions. A brief 
discussion followed in which the opinions 
expressed showed the value and use of 
such slides, and that it was a matter which 
should be developed further. 

The subject of uniformity in the teaching 
of simplified catalog rules was next pre- 
sented by Miss Rathbone, who said that 
uniformity in teaching forms of cards in 
simplified cataloging would aid in produc- 



ing general uniformity In cataloging. Miss 
Rathbone suggested that if a set of rules 
should be formulated and printed they 
would no doubt be followed sufficiently by 
schools to result in fewer variations in 
forms taught than are now found. Each 
school has practices which it does not con- 
sider of vital importance. Others could be 
substituted to gain the advantage of send- 
ing out from all schools catalogers with 
uniformity in details of simplified catalog- 
ing who would tend to produce like 
methods in libraries. It is not intended 
to alter the A. L. A. rules, but to show how 
cards are to be made when brevity and 
simplicity are desired. The points are 
those of detail and of lesser importance, 
but those concerning which uniformity in 
a catalog is desired. The usages of the 
various library schools in the teaching of 
cataloging were then brought out. Wis- 
consin does not use the A. L. A. rules, but 
has its rules printed on galley, and distrib- 
uted to each student; Illinois uses full A. 
L. A. rules and directs attention to desir- 
able simplifications; New York has not yet 
found any definite simplified rules which it 
feels are infallible. A motion was passed 
that a committee be appointed to confer 
with Miss Hitchler regarding her forth- 
coming book on cataloging. The Chair 
appointed Miss Turvill, chairman of such 
committee, and Misses Gooch and Van 
Valkenburgh as members. Mr. Walter sug- 
gested that such rules be sent to the 
National Education Association as an ex- 
hibit. 

Miss Hazeltine presented for discussion 
the subject of "Efficiency of administration 
in library schools," bringing out in detail 
the conditions in the schools regarding 
registration, number of instructors and lec- 
turers, amount of revising of student work 
by instructors, amount of time allowed in- 
structors for study and preparation of lec- 
tures, number of class appointments per 
instructor, per week, length of instructors' 
vacation, etc. 

The next subject of discussion was the 
"Cost of library schools" presented by Mr. 
Windsor, who had obtained data on this 
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question from the various schools. It was 
evident that not only is there no uniform 
system of accounting In the various institu- 
tions, but not even a general statement of 
the real cost of the schools can always be 
made. In many cases the business accounts 
of the library school are so involved with 
other departments of the institution, as to 
make it quite impossible to learn the real 
cost. From rough estimates it seems, how- 
ever, that the annual cost per library school 
student varies in these institutions from 
about $165.00 to $450.00. The amount of 
floor space given over chiefly to school use 
varies from less than one thousand to ten 
thousand square feet. The general dis- 
cussion brought out many interesting 
differences and similarities in the business 
practice. 

There followed some discussion as to the 
conferences of library instructors, when 
and where such conferences should be held, 
etc. There were various suggestions made, 
that these conferences should meet alter- 
nately at Chicago during the mid-winter 
and at Atlantic City during the tri-state 
meeting, at the various library schools, at 
the New York state meeting, etc., but it 
was finally decided that the arrangements 
as to future meetings be left to a com- 
mittee to be appointed by the Chair. The 
Chair then appointed Miss Plummer, Chair- 
man, and Misses Hazeltine and Donnelly. 
Bessie Sabgeant Smith, 
Secretary. 

LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 

Meeting of the Middle-west Section 
Chicago, Jan. 2-4, 1912. 
The middle-west section of the League of 
library commissions held a meeting in the 
directors room of the Chicago public li- 
brary, January 2-4. Representatives were 
in attendance from Alabama, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Min- 
nesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon, 
and Wisconsin. The president of the 
League, Miss Cornelia Marvin, of Oregon, 
acted as chairman. The sessions were all 
given over to informal dicussions of the 
topics outlined by the program committee. 



On Tuesday morning the question of 
state school library systems was con- 
sidered, the session being conducted by 
Miss Martha Wilson, librarian of the state 
department of education of 'Minnesota. 
Desirable points of a school library law, 
and the connection of school libraries with 
library commissions were the chief topics 
of discussion. 

' On Tuesday afternoon, Miss Wales, of 
the Missouri library commission, took 
charge of the discussion on the library bud- 
get for the small library and presented 
the results of a questionnaire sent out to 
all the library commissions. The possibility 
of standardizing the budget for the very 
small library and simplification of methods 
of organizing such libraries were con 
sidered. 

Mr. Milam, of the Indiana commission, 
presided at the session of Wednesday 
morning. The best methods of placing the 
work of library commissions before the 
people, uniform financial accounts and sup- 
plementing the fixed group traveling 
library from open shelves were some of 
the problems discussed. 

Thfe first topic taken up on Thursday 
morning was the publication of an annual 
report of the League, giving comparative 
statistics of the various commissions, in 
order that the commissions might have 
data to use with legislative committees. 

Miss Marvin presented the subject of 
a library post and read a letter from an 
Oregon congressman inquiring just what 
librarians wanted in the way of a library 
post rate. On the motion of Mrs. Earl, the 
president of the League was requested to 
prepare a statement for the committee on 
Post office and Post roads, setting forth the 
wishes of the library commissions for a 
library parcels post. 

The reduction of the membership fee to 
the League was suggested, but no official 
expression of opinion was taken. 

On the request of Miss Wilson, of Min- 
nesota, that a committee be appointed to 
draw up a satisfactory school library law, 
Miss Marvin asked Miss Wilson to prepare 
a statement of the desirable points of such 



